
Meet Our Speakers 
 
Trina Anderson is the Student Data Manager for the Center for Educational 
Performance & Information (CEPI). In this capacity, she is responsible for all student 
data collection and reporting. This responsibility includes the SRSD, the new Michigan 
Student Data System (MSDS), as well as direct certification for free lunch, graduation 
and dropout policy. She also participates in extensive collaboration with other offices 
that collect student data for program monitoring.  
 
Dr. Ernie Bauer is Director of Research, Evaluation & Assessment at Oakland Schools.  
He has been at Oakland Schools since 1974.  He is currently serving on the OEAA 
Technical Advisory Committee and the Ed YES! Redesign Work Group.  He hopes to see 
you all again in Ann Arbor at the Michigan School Testing Conference on February 24th 
& 25, 2009. ernie.bauer@oakland.k12.mi.us 
 
Paul Bielawski has a background that includes educational policy, curriculum, school 
reform, history of education and technology.  Paul’s career at MDE span more than 25 
years.  He is currently Manager of Educational Accountability in the OEAA.  His 
responsibilities include school accreditation, AYP, and School Report Cards.  He has 
coordinated the development of Michigan’s school accreditation system as manifest in 
EducationYes!  BielawskiP@michigan.gov 
 
Dr. Theron Blakeslee works with teachers and schools in Ingham County. His focus is 
on mathematics and science professional development, curriculum alignment and the use 
of assessment data to inform teaching and curricula. He has also served as Director of the 
Jackson County Mathematics and Science Center and as a state science education 
specialist with Michigan Department of Education. Dr. Blakeslee has 10 years of 
classroom teaching experience in mathematics and science at the middle and high school 
levels. tblakesl@inghamisd.org 
 
Dr. Frederica Frost has been research director in both California and Michigan local 
districts, and is now a consultant at Wayne RESA and adjunct professor at Oakland 
University.   FrostF@resa.net 
 
Dana Gosen is Mathematics Education Consultant at Oakland Schools.  She has been at 
Oakland Schools since 2005.  Prior to coming to Oakland Schools, Dana taught middle 
school mathematics in Saginaw Township.  She is currently part of the mathematics 
planning team for the statewide Mathematics and Science Partnership (MSP) grant that 
is designed to support math and science teacher leaders.  She is also the co-developer of a 
collaborative project between general and special education that aims to increase all 
students' access to mathematics. She is currently working on a doctoral degree in 
Teacher Education at the University of Michigan. dana.gosen@oakland.k12.mi.us 

 

 



Dr’s. Kristine and Jim Gullan are consultants at Oakland Schools. Kristine is the high 
school consultant and Jim is in assessment. They received their Ph.D.s from Wayne State, 
are married and play with swords.  james.gullen@oakland.k12.mi.us  and  
Kristine.Gullen@oakland.k12.mi.us 
 
Laura Schiller, a National Board Certified Teacher, is a Literacy Consultant at Oakland 
Schools and Director of the Oakland Writing Project. She is currently completing her 
doctoral work at the University of Michigan in Literacy, Language, and Culture and is 
co-author of an upcoming Taylor & Francis book on classroom discourse entitled Speak 
to Me.  laura.schiller@oakland.k12.mi.us   

 Dr. Avner Segall is an associate professor of teacher education at MSU. He is interested 
in how particular versions and visions of education, teaching, and learning are made 
possible during pre-service teacher education as well as what they make possible for 
students learning to teach. His research interests focus on secondary social studies 
education, critical theory and pedagogy, cultural studies, media education, and 
qualitative research methods.   avner@msu.edu   

Roger Verhey, Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn, has been President of the Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(MCTM) and was awarded that organization’s Outstanding Service Award in October 
2000 and its Outstanding Contributions to Mathematics Education Award in 2004. He 
is the Director of the University of Michigan – Dearborn’s Center for Mathematics 
Education. The Center works collaboratively with intermediate school districts to offer 
professional development activities that can carry graduate credit and that focus on 
teachers gaining a deeper understanding of the mathematics they teach and the best 
practices for teaching mathematics.    rverhey@umich.edu 
 
Elaine Weber is a Language Arts Consultant at Macomb ISD.  She has been a classroom 
teacher and ESL reading coordinator in a number of schools including working for 
Department of Defense Dependents Schools.   She has been involved in the development 
of the state’s GLCEs and HSCEs.  eweber@misd.net 
 
 
 


